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If you want to contribute to the Safety “Kohn” Standard or discuss a safety 

related item, please contact: tom.kohn@wisc.edu 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take a few moments to 

familiarize yourself with the 

information and resources found at 

https://safety.cals.wisc.edu/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALS Safety Website 

Worker Protection Standard (WPS)  

training is required annually for any personnel that 

may be exposed to pesticides in the fields or 

greenhouses.  

 Visit https://safety.cals.wisc.edu/cals-safety-training/  

to learn more and register for trainings. 

Because everyone deserves to go home from work 

each day, we have come together as an industry to 

take a stand for safety. 

The National Stand Up for Grain Safety Week 

sponsored by the Alliance, a collaboration of 

agricultural industry groups, provides a collective 

industry focus on, and commitment to safety.  

Click on icon above to learn more 

 

We are in the middle of transitioning from one season to the next. 

Winter hazards are still around but we need to start preparing for 

spring hazards. It is a unique time of the year.  

Ideally, we already have controls in place for these hazards, but 

spring is a good time to review, refresh, evaluate, and implement 

any opportunities for safety improvements.  

Six hazards to prepare for 

1. Severe weather. Crazy weather patterns seem to affect us in spring 

particularly. There can be snow, rain, sleet, hail, thunderstorms, even 

tornados. Be clear about your expectations for outdoor workers, 

whether they are working onsite or in a remote location. 

2. Dangerous driving conditions. Driving in snow and ice persists well 

into spring. Other areas may be thawing out, resulting in flooding or 

muddy and slippery driving conditions. Have protocols in place for 

every scenario and provide refresher training on defensive driving 

techniques and distracted driving.  

3. Flooding and high-water levels. Washed out roadways and creeks 

are a definite hazard for both outdoor workers and drivers. Whether 

walking or driving, workers need to avoid flowing water (which can 

carry us or our vehicle away) and standing water (which may be 

deeper than we think and contain debris, tree branches or potholes). 

4. Slips, trips, and falls. After everything melts, you need to protect 

yourself from muddy, slippery conditions, especially in entrances, 

parking lots and on stairs.  

5. Sun hazards. These include heat stress, sunburns, and UV radiation. 

It is easy to forget that the sun is no safer in April than it is in July. Do 

not wait until summer to put your ultraviolet exposure policy in place, 

and provide proper breaks, shade, and access to water. 

6. Insects and vegetation. Poison ivy and ticks that may carry Lyme 

disease are prevalent in spring. It is important to wear gloves and long 

sleeves and use insect repellent when working near long grass or 

forested areas. Rodents may also have wreaked havoc on the wiring of 

equipment inside your facility. Check the wiring on all equipment that 

has not been used recently. 

 

Reminder related to respirators  
Environmental Occupational Health (EOH) coordinates compliance 

for OSHA 1910.134 Respiratory Protection and aligns services for 

initial and annual respirator user fit testing with Occupational 

Medicine. Current medical clearance is a prerequisite to a fit test and 

wearing a respirator for safety related exposures.  

https://safety.cals.wisc.edu/
https://safety.cals.wisc.edu/cals-safety-training/
https://standup4grainsafety.org/
https://ehs.wisc.edu/workplace-safety/occupational-health/
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=12716

