
Manure Pit Safety: 

Hydrogen Sulfide & Asphyxiation Prevention 

Key Safety Points: 

• Hydrogen Sulfide Risk: Manure pits can release hydrogen sulfide gas, a 
highly toxic and flammable gas. Prolonged exposure to even low levels 
can cause serious health issues, including suffocation. 

• Proper Ventilation: Always ensure manure pits are well-ventilated to 
reduce the concentration of harmful gases. Avoid working in confined 
spaces with manure without adequate airflow. 

• Avoid Entering Without Training: Only trained and authorized 
personnel should enter manure pits. Always follow lockout/tagout 
procedures before performing any maintenance or inspections. 

• Use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Wear a self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) or appropriate respiratory protection 
when working near or in manure pits. Ensure that any PPE used is in 
good condition and fits properly. 

• Emergency Protocols: Ensure that emergency rescue plans are in 
place. Workers should be aware of the symptoms of hydrogen sulfide 
exposure, such as dizziness, headaches, or nausea. In case of an 
emergency, evacuate immediately and call for assistance. 

• Monitor Gas Levels: Regularly monitor the gas levels in manure pits 
using gas detectors. Take immediate action if hydrogen sulfide levels 
become dangerous. 

• Avoid Open Flames: Do not introduce open flames or sparks near 
manure pits. Hydrogen sulfide is highly flammable and can ignite in the 
presence of heat or flame. 

 


